Episcopal Diocese of Montana
Minutes of Diocesan Council Meeting
November 14, 2009
St. Peter’s Cathedral 


Attendance.  Council members present: Bishop C. Franklin Brookhart, Jr., Marva Hoard, Jane Schmoetzer, Britton Gray, Linda McCloud, Cindy Perry, Louis Bowne, George Walter, Tim Ljunggren and Bob Cummings.  Also present at the meeting were Barb Hagen, Canon for Finance; Beth Baker, Diocesan Treasurer; and Gayle Gallik Archey, Diocesan Secretary.  Absent from the meeting were Council members Clark Sherman, Ed Myers and Karen Hall.

Call to Order and Adoption of Agenda.  Bishop Brookhart called the meeting to order at 10 o’clock a.m.  With a quorum present, Bishop Brookhart opened the meeting with prayer.   The meeting agenda was adopted as printed. 
				
Welcome New Members.  New members, Louis Bowne, George Walter, Tim Ljunggren and Bob Cummings were introduced and duly installed to Diocesan Council by Bishop Brookhart. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Minutes of June 27, 2009 Diocesan Council Meeting.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Minutes of the June 27, 2009 Diocesan Council meeting were approved as written.
   
Financial Reports.  Canon for Finance Barb Hagen, and Diocesan Treasurer Beth Baker presented the financial statements for the months of June, July, August, September and October 2009.   Barb reported Diocesan investments are increasing in value as a result of the stock market’s improved performance.  Further, most churches are making timely assessment payments to the Diocese.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the financial reports for the months of June, July, August, September and October, 2009 were unanimously approved as printed. 

Annual Parish Audit Reports.  Bishop Brookhart reported 31 Annual Parish Audit Reports have been received on time, and 38 received so far this year, which is very good.  Only four parishes have not yet submitted their Audit Report to the Diocese.  Barb Hagen has been in contact with these four congregations to remind them of this annual requirement.

Acceptance of Finance Department Minutes.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, Council members acknowledged receipt of the Minutes of the May and September 2009 Finance Department conference call.

Renovation Update - Diocesan House.  All renovation work to Diocesan House has been completed.  Barb Hagen stated the painter has done a good job, but has yet to return the key and submit his bill (estimated to be approx. $7,000) to the Diocese.  In an attempt to resolve this issue, Barb Hagen has requested the advice of the Diocesan Chancellor.   

NEW BUSINESS

VIM-MO Grant Applications.  Council considered several Venture in Mission - Mission Opportunity (VIM-MO) Grant Applications.  Bishop Brookhart stated during the past three or four years, the Diocese has distributed more than $1,000,000 from investments to more than 20 parishes.  As a result, there is currently $117 available to spend in the VIM-MO account.  

Council reviewed two VIM-MO Grant applications, both to cover the salary of their priest and pay operating expenses of the churches.  One application was submitted by the Rev. Jane Smith on behalf of St. James Church in Lewistown in the amount of $33,970, and the other application was submitted by the Rev. Todd Young on behalf of the Ruby Valley Episcopal Churches consisting of Christ Church in Sheridan and St. Paul’s Church in Virginia City in the amount of $30,623.   Barb Hagen and Beth Baker suggested that Council un-designate enough monies from the Faber Fund for one year thereby allowing Council to approve these two VIM-MO Grant applications.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously agreed to un-designate $64,593 from the Faber Fund for one year.  Therefore, with monies now available, upon motion duly made and seconded, the grant applications from St. James Lewistown for $33,970.00 and from the Ruby Valley Episcopal Churches of Christ Church Sheridan and St. Paul’s Virginia City for $30,632 were both unanimously approved.

Council reviewed a VIM-MO Grant application submitted by the Rev. John Toles on behalf of the Pintler Cluster (St. Mark’s Anaconda, St. James’ Deer Lodge and St. Andrew’s Philipsburg) in the amount of $9,600 to pay the salary of a Youth Pastor for “Crossroads,” an after-school program.  As mentioned previously, there is not enough money in the VIM-MO account, therefore, it was suggested the $9,600 be disbursed from the Vickers’ Fund.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the $9,600 grant application from the Pintler Cluster was unanimously approved. 

Request for Assessment Abatement.   On behalf of the Pintler Cluster (St. Mark’s Anaconda, St. James’ Deer Lodge and St. Andrew’s Philipsburg), the Rev. John Toles presented a plan whereby the Pintler Cluster will raise $70,000 to be held in a common account and used for operating expenses for the three missions.  John requests the Diocese waive the 18.5% assessment on this $70,000 which amounts to $12,950 thereby allowing the missions to focus on ministry not financial concerns.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the assessment abatement request (18.5% of $70,000) was unanimously approved. 

Faber Fund Grant and Loan Applications.  Council considered two Faber Fund Applications, the first submitted by the Rev. David Gunderson on behalf of St. John’s in Emigrant.  St. John’s requests $30,000 to be used to finish the expansion of the parish facility, replace the existing roof, and repair the steeple of the Church.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously agreed to approve the application by granting St. John’s $10,000 with the balance of $20,000 to be an interest free loan, repayable in quarterly payments over five years.  

The second Faber Fund application reviewed by Council was submitted by Ann Andrew, Sr. Warden of St. Luke’s Church in Libby.  St. Luke’s requests $12,900 to pay expenses associated with replacing the boiler in the church.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously agreed to approve the application by granting St. Luke’s $10,000 with the balance of $2,900 to be an interest free loan, repayable in quarterly payments over three years. 

Incorporation of Foundation Board.  Bishop Brookhart announced that with the assistance of the Diocesan Chancellor, the Episcopal Diocese of Montana Foundation has been incorporated in the state of Montana.

Housing Resolutions.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the following housing resolutions were unanimously approved: 

1. The Diocesan Council on November 14, 2009, after discussing the amount to be paid to the Rt. Rev. C. Franklin Brookhart, as a parsonage allowance, on motion duly made and seconded, adopted the following resolution:

Whereas, the Rt. Rev. C. Franklin Brookhart is employed as a minister of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana, which does not provide a residence for him, the Council resolves that of the total compensation of $115,848 to be paid to the Rt. Rev. C. Franklin Brookhart in 2010, that $33,099 be designated as a parsonage allowance within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

2.  The Diocesan Council on November 14, 2009, after discussing the amount to be paid to the Rev. Maurice Champion-Garthe, as a parsonage allowance, on motion duly made and seconded, adopted the following resolution:

Whereas, the Rev. Maurice Champion-Garthe is employed as a minister of the Episcopal Diocese of Montana, which does not provide a residence for him, the Council resolves that of the total compensation of $57,053 to be paid to the Rev. Maurice Champion-Garthe in 2010, that $28,800 be designated as a parsonage allowance within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
	
3.  The Diocesan Council, via email poll prior to its November 14, 2009 meeting, after discussing the amount to be paid to the Rev. Linda McCloud as a parsonage allowance, on motion duly made and seconded, adopted the following resolutions:

Whereas, the Rev. Linda McCloud is employed as a minister of the Gospel of Holy Cross Episcopal Church, Billings, Diocese of Montana, which does not provide a residence for her, the Council resolves that of the total compensation of $61,200 to be paid to the Rev. Linda McCloud in 2009, that $17,714 be designated as a parsonage allowance within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

Whereas, the Rev. Linda McCloud is employed as a minister of the Gospel of Holy Cross Episcopal Church, Billings which does not provide a residence for her, the Council resolves that of the total compensation of $61,200 to be paid to the Linda McCloud in 2010, that $24,000 be designated as a parsonage allowance within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
 
Election of Vice President.  The Rev. Jane Schmoetzer was the sole nominee for Vice President of Diocesan Council.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the nominations were closed and Jane Schmoetzer was unanimously elected as Vice President to serve until Diocesan Convention in October 2010.

Resignation of the Rev. Karen Hall.  Bishop Brookhart announced he has received the resignation of Council member, Karen Hall.  Bishop Brookhart stated this vacated cleric seat on Council will remain vacant until elections at next year’s Diocesan Convention, unless a nomination is received for this cleric position.

Cell Phones for David Campbell and Julie Sisler.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously agreed to revise the reimbursement policy for cell phone usage for David Campbell, Camp Marshall/Youth Director, and for Julie Sisler, Camp Marshall Site Manager.  The Diocese will no longer provide cell phones for David and Julie.  Instead David and Julie will obtain their own phones, and the Diocese will increase their respective salaries as a means to reimburse David and Julie for charges on their cell phones associated with Diocesan matters.  The salary of David Campbell will be increased $80 per month, and the salary of Julie Sisler will be increased $40 per month.        

Final Status Report from Grant Recipient.  The Diocesan Office has received the Final Grant Report from All Saints Church in Columbia Falls.  A couple of years ago, All Saints Church received a grant from the Diocese to pay expenses associated with their Sunday School and Youth Group.  Pursuant the requirements of the grant, all recipients must submit a Final Report to the Diocese, which All Saints has done.

Upcoming Diocesan Council Meetings.  Members of Diocesan Council selected the following dates for their upcoming meetings.  All meetings will be held on Saturday from 10 a.m. until 3  p.m. at St. Peter’s Cathedral, unless otherwise noted.

	January 30, 2010 (via conference call)
	April 10, 2010
	June 19, 2010
	October 30, 2010

Adjournment.  There being no further business to come before Council, on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously approved, the meeting was adjourned at 12:45.  Holy Eucharist followed. 
 

Respectfully submitted,
Gayle Gallik Archey,
Diocesan Secretary
Page 5 of 5

